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Valleien vertellen, duurzaamheid en erfgoed
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VALVERDE = 2-jarig bovenlokaal cultuurproject*

d Juni 2024 — juni 2026
1 valorisatie van kennis over valleien ~ breed publiek
 coordinatie door CAG

 i.s.m. diverse partners

J Domeinsoverschrijdend: erfgoed, cultuur, waterbeheer,
natuur, platteland...
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* cf. Floodplainscapes (2019-2023)

* Onderzoek Dijlevallei opwaarts Leuven

Werkingsgebied

Dijlevallei

* CAG expertise, bijv. project Water en Land <
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Floodplainscapes

Een biografie van valleilandschappen:
Gete, Demer & Dijle

Doel In de kijker

Het Floodplainscapes-project beoogt fundamenteel inzicht te verschaffen in de lange termijn ) December 2023

ontwikkeling van mens-milieu interacties in de valleilandschappen van Gete, Demer en Dijle, en Een Romeins vlootstation te Rijmenam?

is een samenwerking tussen drie onderzoeksgroepen van KU Leuven.
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Nieuw C2-project: River systems in the Anthropocene, Boven-Dijle
en Grote Nete (2025-2028), Yves Segers en Gert Verstraeten
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RESEARCH ARTICLE

‘Par mesure de prudence’. Flood prevention and river
regulation in Demer-Dijle confluence area (NE Belgium)},
1840s-1880s

Eline Lathouwers' ), Yves Segers'( and Gert Verstraeten®

Vinterfaculty Centre for Agrarian History, KU Lenven, Lenwen, Belgiom and *Tvison of Geegraphy and Towrtsm, K1
Lewwen, Leaven, Belgtom
Correspending awthor: Bine Lathomwers, Bmail eline kiboowers@iodlemen be

Abstract
This article analyses the views of experts and dincouasae cn river negelakicn, its objectives, and fload
prevenfion in themral Demer-Dijle catchment areas, the 18 40s-1 880s -2 perind marked by cimstolagical
extremes and agriobtural transition. Viaa chse read of state archives and parkiamentary discussions, we
xeravel different opinions and inkerests and fined that not all flaoding wes crwanied. While the Minktry of
Public Works, at fist, simed to better negulate water discharge and to improve waterooumes for
navigational purpases. |lﬁmpnmhndl'lﬂhﬂmlbmﬂ'nln‘qmuhumlrlnd
cficiently was challenging; becaue river pawers were disg e
and Jities that made di -ﬂhukmrnﬂ'whmni.ﬂmﬁnﬁn
rﬂeﬂn&&mwdmﬁnﬂ bﬂhnﬂnmmﬁﬂh_ﬁ-ﬁumh
had other worries and insufficient rescunces available while pardiamentarians priaritised the
interests of their constitmencies_

“Les unes veulent de fean, les autres n'en veulent pas”

Liberal politician Chardes Salnctelette hit the nal on the head, in his capacity as Belglan Minlster of
Public Works (1878-1882), when he explained to his fellow parlamentarans how conflicting
river interests problematised river ma in nineteenth-century Belglum. Some want water;
others do not. The ag-qu]mra] sector, different brnehes oflndmtry{bmwles. water mills), and
commerclal river transport needed water for thelr operations, but preferred timing and wlumes
varled Meanwhile, to o much water could cause hamn. Since the law of 18 Eehruaqr 1840 g'amad
state governments full {management) control over all navigable vers flowing on Belglan territary,
the Minbtry of Public Works was subsequently put in charge of directing flood prevention
mezsures. Case studles about historkal water management teach us that the making of a well-
coordinated policy between river functlons — thatin an ideal world co-existed - largely depended
on how successful palicymiakers were in balancing conflicting river interests.” Slmilar to elsewhere
in Burope, nineteenth-century river governance in Belgium was imbued with belief in the
malleability of nature, advised by hydraulic engineers.’ This article addresses historical flood
problems (causes and effects) between 1840 and 1880 in the confluence area of the rivers Demer
and Dijle (ME Belglum), and this in the context of (planned) river regulations. It wants to analyse
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Environment and History is an interdisciplinary journal which aims to bring
scholars in the humanities and natural sciences closer together, with the
deliberate intention of constructing long and well-founded perspactives on
present day environmental problems.

EDITOR: David Moon, University of York, UK

Journal submission and subscription details: www whpress co uk/EH html

From the journal’s home page you can browse and search abstracts of all past
issues and read free sample articles.

Environment and History operates a Fast Track online publication system so
that papers can be published and made available more quickly on acceptance
by the jounal. Each Fast Track article is given a DOL When the paper is
finally published in a specific issue with new page numbering, its DOT will
remain the same.

Fast Track articles may be cited using the DOI in the following form:
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Changing Course: Water Management in the Demer
Valley, 1950s-1990s
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ABSTRACT

Transformations in river management that manifest diverse forms of (increas
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R ucting valley landscapes. GIS-analyses of past land use changes in
three Flemish river valleys since the late 18th century
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1. Introduction

Himman actioes have altered the global floodplain land wse signifi-

cantly, in & much faster rate of wetland loss in the 20th and
215t century, and this for inland rivers in particular (Davidzon, 2014
Haiib et al, (3002 p. %) who measured recent (from 1992 to 2019}

rewilding and valley reaturalisation scheres are ambitiously set ap

Whilst various aspects, such as water quality, fish migration and
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what river scientists have called the ‘age of river restoration’”, many
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Vier eindproducten

Landschapsbiografie

Lange-termijn evolutie van

valleilandschappen en rol van mens daarin

Mondelinge geschiedenis

Rondreizende expo

Evenementen

Vlaamse Waterdagen, Erfgoeddag,
Archeologiedagen, ...

Lezingen, wandelingen en fietstochten




Landschapsbiografie

» Naar een synthetiserende wetenschappelijke biografie

e Timing en structuur




Landschapsbiografie: structuur

v Inleiding met doelstellingen boek en verduidelijking bij keuze gebiedsafbakening
v 6 (chronologische) delen, vervolgens opgedeeld in thematische hoofdstukken
v Doorlooptekst schets voorname evoluties

v Afgewisseld met kaderteksten: in de diepte en meer details
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Rondreizende expo

Demertrefplaats in Zichem Kamsalamander hut in Linter
begin aug — half sept 2025 half sept — okt 2025
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Participatie, cultureel-artistiek luik
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Wandelingen, Verhalen en getuigenissen, Podcasts




Beestis!
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in Vlaanderen
en Brussel

EQEETE VAN DONJON TOT RAVELISN
UERSTERKT ERFGOED IN VLAAHS-BRABANT

W
ARCHEOLOGIE

DAGEN

26, 27 & 28 mei 2023

Evenementen

Dieren en erfgoed, wat hebben ze met elkaar te maken?
Je ontdekt het op Erfgoeddag!

Haal meer uit je Erfgoeddag D & © combell . s .
ame(deErfgoedApp ®E 2 Y, metro] vamsoense [ [T
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Centrum Agrarische Geschiedenis
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gert.verstraeten@kuleuven.be
yves.segers@kuleuven.be
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